Overview

Key Features of the Education System

Schools administered within the public administration;
responsibilities distributed among the central government,
regions and municipalities

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, as the body responsible for the
state administration in the area of education:

e is responsible for the state, conception and development of the education
system;

e allocates financial resources from the state budget;
e sets out the qualification requirements and working conditions of teachers;

e determines the general content of education from pre-primary to secondary
level;

e approves educational programmes of tertiary professional schools.
The Regions:
e establish upper secondary schools (ISCED 3);

e establish conservatoires (ISCED 2, ISCED 3, ISCED 5);


https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-education-systems/czech-republic/overview

e establish tertiary professional schools (ISCED 6).
The Municipalities:

e establish nursery schools (ISCED 0);

e establish basic schools (ISCED 1, ISCED 2);

e ensure the compulsory schooling.

Legal entitiement to ECEC for 3-year-olds (ISCED 0)

The Education Act requires the municipality to ensure a place in a nursery school
for a child with a permanent residence in the municipality who reaches at least 3
years before the beginning of the school year (by 31 August). For children who
reach 5 years of age is pre-primary education compulsory (from the beginning of
the school year following the child's 5th birthday until the commencement of the
compulsory school attendance). Education in the last year of a public or state
nursery school is provided free of charge.

Transfer of most of the pupils to upper secondary schools
(ISCED 3) after the compulsory schooling

The percentage of people aged 20-24 who have successfully completed at least
upper secondary education was 87.4 % whereas the average for the EU (27) was
84.3 % (2020).

Source: Eurostat Database

High enrolment rate of students in vocational programmes
(ISCED 3)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/edat_lfse_03/default/table?lang=en

70.5 % of pupils in upper secondary education are enrolled in the vocational
stream whereas the EU average (EU 27) is 48.5 % (2019).

Source: Eurostat Database

Low rate of early school leavers (ISCED 3)

The rate of early school leavers (defined as the percentage of the population aged
18-24 with at most lower secondary education, who are not in further education
or training) was 7.6 % in 2020 whereas the EU average (EU 27) was 9.9 %.

Source: Eurostat Database

Autonomy of higher education institutions (ISCED 6-8)

Higher education institutions (ISCED 6-8) are usually independent legal entities
with a high degree of autonomy. Their self-government responsibilities include
among others:

e internal organisation, including labour relations and the amount of wages;

e management and disposal of property;

e preparation and realisation of study programmes accredited by the National
Accreditation Bureau for Higher Education

e approval of study programmes in areas for which HEIs have obtained
institutional accreditation;

e determining the number of applicants to be admitted and the conditions for
admission to study.

Low fees at public higher education institutions (ISCED 6-8)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/educ_uoe_enra13/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/t2020_40/default/table?lang=en
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/institutions-7_en#NAU
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/institutions-7_en#NAU
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/quality-assurance-higher-education-17_en#11_2_2_2_1_Accreditation_and_external_evaluation_in_higher_education

Students normally only pay a one-time fee related to the admission procedure,
not tuition fees. These are paid only in some cases defined by the Higher
Education Act.

Structure of the National Education System
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The youngest children can attend a children's group aimed at children from 6
months until the start of the compulsory education or childcare facilities for
children under 3 years of age.

Pre-primary education is provided for children aged 2 to 6 in nursery schools.
Children from 3 years of age within the catchment area of the nursery school are
admitted preferentially. From September 2017, the last year of pre-primary
education (i.e. from 5 years of age) is compulsory.

Compulsory school attendance starts at 6 years of age and lasts 9 school
years.

Primary and lower secondary education (basic education) is organised
mostly within a single-structure system in nine-year basic schools, which are
divided into the first and second stage. The age of pupils is usually 6 to 15 years.
Also the multi-year general secondary schools and eight-year conservatoires can
provide lower secondary education.


https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/national-policies/eurydice/content/higher-education-funding-21_en#3_2_3_2_Higher_education_institutions
https://eurydice.eacea.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/inline-images/CZ.jpg

Upper secondary education (secondary education) is provided by upper
secondary schools in general and vocational fields. The age of pupils is usually 15
to 18/19 years. School leavers acquire one of the three levels of education:

e secondary education with a Maturita examination;
e secondary education with a VET certificate;
e secondary education.

The secondary education with a Maturita examination can be attained in general
as well as vocational fields and it is a prerequisite for entering tertiary education.
Upper secondary schools provide also a follow-up study enabling holders of the
VET certificate to acquire secondary education with a Maturita examination, and a
shortened study in which the school leavers with Maturita examination or VET
certificate gain qualification in a different field.

The conservatoire is a specific type of school providing lower and upper
secondary, as well as tertiary professional education in the area of art.

Tertiary education is carried out by tertiary professional schools and higher
education institutions. Tertiary professional education is usually attained in three-
year programmes. Higher education is provided in the first, second and third
cycle programmes (Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctoral degree programmes), or
possibly in non-structured long Master’s degree programmes.

Adult education includes general education, vocational education, interest-
based education and other education.

Useful references

Comprehensive and structured information on school organisation, educational
levels and selected aspects of education are available in individual chapters of
this database. Further information on the Czech education system may also be
found on the websites of e.g. the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports or the
National Pedagogical Institute (Narodni pedagogicky institut Ceské republiky).



http://www.msmt.cz/index.php?lang=2
https://www.npi.cz/
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